WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
DIVINE SERVICE 4 p. 203
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING LSB 380
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,

h ' — 4
| | | | | | M| | | | [ |
[ o M| | | I
[IN\3v4 | 1 1 | T
) | | | |
With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47Text and tune: Public domain
(Stand)

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P  Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
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If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’'s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.



P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

(Stand)
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

PSALM Psalm 4

TAnswer me when | call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when | was | in distress.”
Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer!

20 men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?*
How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies?

3But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;*
the LoRD hears when | | call to him.

“Be angry, and | do not sin;*

ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent.
SOffer right sacri- | fices,*

and put your trust | in the LORD.

5There are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?*
Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LoRD!”

"You have put more joy | in my heart*
than they have when their grain and | wine abound.

8In peace | will both lie | down and sleep;*
for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety.

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now and will be forever. | Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



GhI_ORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light
may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 46:1-7
'So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of
his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here
am 1.” 3Then he said, “l am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there | will
make you into a great nation. *l myself will go down with you to Egypt, and | will also bring you up again, and
Joseph'’s hand shall close your eyes.”
5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their
wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. éThey also took their livestock and their goods, which
they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, ”his sons, and
his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL Psalm 106:47; Isaiah 63:16b

Save us, O LoRD our God, and gather us from among the | nations,”

that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory | in your praise.
You, O LORD, are our | Father,*

our Redeemer from of old | is your name.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12-19

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. '*But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice
and be glad when his glory is revealed. "If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. *But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer
or as a meddler. '®Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that
name. '“For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? '®And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” '®Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:1-9

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

'Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a
boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2And he was teaching them
many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3“Listen! A sower went out to sow. “And as he
sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. SOther seed fell on rocky ground,
where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 8And when the sun
rose it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. “Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing



up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” °And he said, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C Ibelieve in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)



FIzOM EAST TO WEST LSB 385
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1 From east to west, from shore to shore  Let ev - 'ry
2 Be - hold, the world’s cre - a - tor wears The form and
3 For this how won - drous - ly He wrought! A maid - en,

4 And while the an - gels in the  sky Sang praise a -

AS Al glo - ry for this bless - ed morn To God the
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heart a - wake and sing The ho - ly child whom
fash - ion of a slave; Our ver - Yy flesh our
in her low - ly place, Be - came, in ways be -
bove the si - lent field, To shep - herds  poor the
Fa - ther ev - er be; All  praise to You, (0]
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Mar - y bore, The Christ, the ev - er - last - ing king.
mak - er shares, His fall - en crea - tures all to save.
yond all thought, The <cho - sen ves - sel of  His grace.
Lord Most High, The one great Shep-herd, was re- vealed.
Vir - gin - born, And Ho - ly Ghost e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 182693, alt.Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
(Stand)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
(Stand)
PREFACE

P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

o

Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P ltis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, for the countless blessings You have bestowed upon us and all creation.
Joining with the angelic host, whose word removes all fear, we rejoice in the salvation You have brought
into our world. Your holy Child, who came to us that first Christmas, comes to us again this day in His body
and blood. Therefore fearing, loving, and trusting in You, along with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



SAANCTUS LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.



AGNUS DEI
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
WHAT CHILD IS THIS LSB 370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bome for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98Tune: English, 16th cent.Text and tune: Public domain
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM LSB 361
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to wus, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man-u - el!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908Text and tune: Public domain
CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER LSB 725
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1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - 1ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - wvil things He
Lord His chil -dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth, His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - y arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them  pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832—-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870—-1958Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden
Text: Public domainTune: Public domain

(Stand)
(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:)

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.



NUNC DIMITTIS
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now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A Let us pray.

LSB 211

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament,
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION (AARONIC)

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

LSB 212



MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR AND BRIGHT LSB 395 sts. 1, 3, 56
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
50 let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all
6 What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love
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own truth and light; A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
with mu - sic crowned, Our voic - es glad - ly blend - ing!
is first and last, The end and the be - gin - ning!
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
For Christ goes with  us all the way— To - day, to - mor -
He will one day, oh, glo-rious grace, Trans-port us to
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
row, ev -'ry day! His love is nev - er end - ing!
that hap - py place Be - yond all tears and sin - ning!
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Low - ly, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to -rious,
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Sing out! Ring out! Ju - bi-la-tionl Ex - ul - ta- tion!
A - men! A - men! Come, Lord Je - sus! Crownof glad-ness!
[ 9 ﬂu. . . —— f f T . i |

=

<

O

Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Tell the sto-ry! Great is He, the King of Glo - ry!
We are yearn-ing For the day of Your re - turn - ing!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110001895Tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.



